
 

 

How about a “high five”?! 

Waterford Community Church 

September / October 2017 

Connection Points 

     Anniversaries are big deals!   
Especially when the celebration marks a 
significant number of years.  Twenty-five 
years?  That’s impressive.  Fifty years?  
Even more so.  But what about 150 years?  Now that is worth  
talking about!  In just two years, we will be celebrating our 
150th anniversary as a church.  It was just shortly after the 
Civil War that WCC was started (the very first church in  
Waterford), and we are still going strong today!  That’s pretty 
remarkable—and worth celebrating!  But what would be the 
best way to do so?  Should we take a long look back at all of 
our old history?  That’s not a bad idea, and something that we 
will no doubt be doing, but we think it would be even better if 
we made some new history.  That is the idea behind our 
“150 by 150” campaign.  We want to add 150 people in the 
next two years as our way of honoring what WCC has been all 
about (and still is!) —reaching people for Christ and growing 
them in their faith! 
   We do realize that this is a lofty goal, maybe a little bit crazy.  
But we want to see God do some big things here—and He is 
certainly capable, so we want to show some big faith?!  Yes, 
our dreams are big—but also in line with Ephesians 3:20.  He 
is able to do far more than we can ask or imagine!  That’s 
what we’re doing—imagining (we’re calling it vision) and  
asking (praying), but also strategizing and planning.   
   And now we are sharing this project with you.  Our current 
Wave series on Sunday morning will provide the road map    
that we are intending to follow, including vision, mission, core 
values, strategy, calls to action, and several points of  
 emphasis.  Along the way we will be sharing   

    Big wins are usually celebrated with handshakes, hugs, big piles of bodies, the dumping of Gatorade 
containers, trophies and parades.  But during the course the of the contest, several smaller wins happen, 
too.  A nice defensive play, extra hustle, a tough shot that goes in—those things are celebrated with “high 
fives.”  Just moments to celebrate—and then we move on. 
   On the last Sunday of August we had a great time celebrating with “high fives” and saying thank you  
to all of our volunteers who do so much to make things happen at WCC—and who also make a  
difference in the lives of individuals.  So let me say again how much you are appreciated—and if you were 
unable to attend, we still want to give you a high five. 
   During the event we took a few minutes to look back at some of the high lights of the past year and that 
was fun, but we also looked ahead to what is coming (even more fun!).  We had some interactive activities, and we took a few minutes to 
write some thank you notes to each other as a way to honor those who are investing in ministry—but also as a reminder that even little 
things make a difference. 
   As part of our 150 x 150 campaign, we want to raise the bar on volunteerism and get everyone plugged in—but as we do that, we’re going 
to be celebrating the wins along the way and offering some “high fives.”  We’d love to give you one! 

 specific actions steps that we need to take as a  
 church using another church, the church of Acts  
    as an example. 

   Taking those steps, however, depends on each 
on of us committing ourselves to being a part of the team.  
Churches don’t accomplish great things as buildings or institu-
tions; they accomplish them as individuals who decide to be 
people of impact and make a difference—and that is what we 
are hoping and praying will happen at WCC. 
   The first step in our strategy is to focus on coming together.  
Life happens when we come together—so we are inviting and 
challenging each of us to come together, both figuratively and 
literally.  Figuratively we want to unite around the cause;  
literally we want to encourage everyone to make church  
attendance and participation a greater priority.   
   The second part of our strategy is growing together.   
We want WCC to be a place where growth, change and life-
transformation continually happen are a part of our culture.  
We have spent hours this summer working on revitalizing our 
life classes and small groups with this goal in mind. 
  The final part of our strategy is going together.  This is about 
serving—both within the church and within the community.  We 
all have gifts, resources and relationships that we need to 
nurture and expand.  But to do so requires living outside of our 
selves, and outside of our comfort zones.  We are reorganizing 
our efforts to be more effective! 
  We’re planning on celebrating in a couple of years, and we 
hope you will be a part.  But between now and then we want to 
do all that we can to make that celebration special, and one 
way would be to add 150 more to our team! 
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Time to get cranking!!! 

Website update 

Our website has been in need of updating, so 
we’re going with a full makeover.  We will be 
switching platforms and even the website 
name/address. Our target date to be up and 

running is early October. 

Coming this fall—Tryouts! 

Ever wondered what a certain volunteer role 
would be like?  We’ll be giving you a one-time 
chance to try it out the week of September 24.  
We have so many ways that you can serve 
and make a difference and live out your  

mission!  Why not give things a try?! 

Phonies 

Cell phones are a part of today’s culture, and 
do so many things—like reveal some of the 
big issues we are dealing with in our lives.  
This fall we are going to do a series on what 
our phones are telling us—and how God’s 
Word speaks to those issues as well.  This 
will be a great series to invite friends to as we 
will be talking about real life issues, and  

having some “phone fun” in the process. 

Pray it forward 

We want to come, grow and go together, but 
that all depends on our praying together.  On 
the 2nd Saturday of most months (it will be 
the first Saturday in October), we gather  
together to pray—and we want you to be a 

part!  Please consider joining us! (8-9:00 a.m.) 

Chris and commitments 

In June Chris Ruhlen committed himself in 
marriage.  In July he committed himself to 
serve as worship and media leader here at 
WCC.  He brings quite a bit of experience in 
both areas, and we’re glad to officially add 
him the team.  (Chris is also on the hunt for 
people to be a part of our worship and tech 
teams—if you play an instrument, sing, or just 
like to make noise, drop a note on a connect 

card.  Chris would love to talk to you.) 

Jewells to visit 

Want to hear an update from the Jewells, our 
missions partners in Brazil?  They will be 
visiting with us on October 1, sharing with us 

during the service and during the 9:45 hour.   

News you can use... 

     Fall is when we throw things in gear and hit the gas pedal!  We’ve got several things coming that we’ve done 

before, but also some new things that we want to tell you about! 

 6:30 is the new 7:00  Awana reboots on September 6 with a movie night and a new start time of 6:30 p.m.  

Our teen programs will also switch to the 6:30 time as we try to be more “family friendly” on a school night. 

 Group Up  Faith is not a solo sport.  We need the comradery, support and encouragement of others.  At 
WCC we are committed to providing you opportunities to build both friendships and faith through our small 

groups and life class programs.  A brochure is available (How Do I Grow?) at the information center. 

 Kids’ Christmas program  For the past several years we have done some simple Christmas programs with 
our kids that have been fun and cute—but we’re ready to take things to the next level.  This year we will be 
doing a full scale program with drama and music.  More details will be forthcoming, but look for practices to 

begin in early October.  Want more info?  Contact Lindsay Svacha at the church office. 

 Baptism  If you have never publicly declared that you are a Christ-follower by participating in believer’s  
baptism, we want to give you that opportunity.  We’ll be having a baptism service on September 24, and we 
would love to have you take that meaningful step of obedience!  For more info or to sign up, please use the 

connect card provided in the bulletin. 

 Ladies’ Bible study  Our fall study will get started on Tuesday, September 19, as we jump into Beth Moore’s 
study on 2 Timothy called Entrusted.  The study will run through December 5.  Workbooks cost $14.  Child-

care is available, but please let us know of your need. 

 Discovery Classes  One addition to our fall schedule will the inclusion of a series of Discovery Classes.  
These classes will focus on the basics of the faith, how to find and fill our mission, and church membership.   

These will be open to everyone, but are being offered as part of the process to help connect newer people. 
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Try-outs Sunday 24 

     We’ve had so much fun this summer 
that we don’t want it to stop.  Kickstart 
was a new program and is going to  
continue on during the fall on the first and 
third Sundays of each month, but we are 
also adding Kids’ Arts Camp in  
September.  Every Saturday we’ve got a 
great morning planned for your kids to 
explore various arts.  Sign up forms are 
available at the information center (both 
for kids and any adults who would like to 
help!).  Questions? Contact Lindsay 
Svacha at the church office. 
 

 September 9 Drama 
 September 16 Music 
 September 23 Art 
 September 30 Science   

 
It’s great to be a kid at WCC! 


